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University of Leeds 
13-15 Beech Grove Terrace 
Woodhouse 
Leeds 
LS2 9JS 
 
I. Research  
AOS: Moral Philosophy, Political Philosophy, Legal Philosophy 
AOC: Applied Ethics, Metaethics, Metaphysics 
 
II. Employment  
October 2022 – Lecturer in Philosophy  
School of Philosophy, Religion and History of Science, University of Leeds 
(Grade 7: September 2022 – August 2024; Grade 8: Sept 2024 – ) 
 
August 2020 – August 2022 Postdoctoral Researcher 
Stockholm Centre for the Ethics of War and Peace, Department of Philosophy, Stockholm 
University 
 
III. Education 
2016 – 2020 PhD in Philosophy 
University of St Andrews and University of Stirling Programme  

Thesis: ‘Why More Than What Happens Matters: Robust Rights and Harmless Wrong-
ing.’ Supervisors: Rowan Cruft and Theron Pummer. 
Examiners: Victor Tadros and Justin Snedegar. Passed without corrections. 

 
2014 – 2016 BPhil in Philosophy  
University of Oxford, Distinction in thesis component. 
 
2012 – 2013 Visiting Student—Approved Year Abroad 
University of Calgary, GPA: Philosophy Courses, 3.9/4.0; Overall, 3.7/4.0. 
 
2010 – 2014 BA with Honours in Philosophy with an Approved Year Abroad  
University of Kent, First Class Honours, final weighted coursework average: 80. 
 
 

j.bowen@leeds.ac.uk 
joseph-bowen.weebly.com 
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IV. Research 
A. Published and Forthcoming 

• (Forthcoming) ‘Enforcement and Supererogation’, Journal of Philosophy. 
• (2025) with James Goodrich ‘In Defence of No One’, Philosophy and Phenomenological 

Research, online first. 
• (2025) ‘Rights: Facts, Evidence, and Beliefs’, Ratio, online first 
• (2022) ‘Robust Rights and Harmless Wrongs’, in Mark Timmons (ed.) Oxford Studies in 

Normative Ethics Vol. 12 (Oxford: Oxford University Press). 
• (2022) ‘“But You Could Have Hurt Me!”: Risk and Harm’, Law and Philosophy 41 (4) 

517-46. 
• (2022) ‘Addressing the Addressive Theory of Rights’, Journal of Applied Philosophy, 39 

(2), pp. 183-93. 
• (2022) ‘The Interest Theory of Rights at the Margins: Posthumous Rights’, in Visa Kurki 

& Mark McBride (eds) Without Trimmings: The Legal, Moral, and Political Philosophy 
of Matthew Kramer (Oxford: Oxford University Press). 

• (2021) ‘Consent, Other-Defense, and Humanitarian Intervention’, in David Sobel & Steven 
Wall (eds) Oxford Studies in Political Philosophy Vol. 8 (New York: Oxford University 
Press). 

• (2020) ‘Beyond Normative Control: Against the Will Theory of Rights’, Canadian Jour-
nal of Philosophy, 50 (4), pp. 427-443. 

• (2020) with John Basl, ‘AI as a Moral Right-Holder’, in Markus Dubber, Frank Pasquale, 
and Sunit Das (eds.), The Oxford Handbook of the Ethics of AI (Oxford: Oxford Univer-
sity Press), pp. 277-94. (50/50 split) 

• (2016) ‘Necessity and Liability: On an Honour-Based Justification for Defensive Harm-
ing’, Journal of Practical Ethics, 4 (2), pp. 79-93. 

 
B. Reviews 

• (2023) ‘Review of Alec Walen’s The Mechanics of Claims and Permissible Killing in War, 
Criminal Law and Philosophy, 17, pages207–214 (2023) 

• (2021) ‘Review of Jonathan Quong’s The Morality of Defensive Force’, Ethics 131 (3). 
o Chosen to be focus of discussion on PEA Soup blog. 

 
C. As Guest Editor 

• (2025) with Helen Frowe, “Ethics of Refugee Admission”, Law and Philosophy. Contrib-
utors: Ali Emre Benli, Kieran Oberman, Rufaida Al Hashmi. 

• (2021) with Massimo Renzo, ‘Symposium on Rowan Cruft’s “Human Rights, Ownership, 
and the Individual”’, Journal of Applied Philosophy, 39 (2). Contributors: Joseph Bowen, 
Simon Căbulea May, Rowan Cruft, Nicholas Sage and Zofia Stemplowska.  
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V. Funding and Awards 
 A. Funding 

1. 2019—Society for Applied Philosophy Doctoral Scholarship, £10,000. 
2. 2019—Royal Institute of Philosophy Graduate Bursary, £3,000 (declined).  
3. 2018—Society for Applied Philosophy Postgraduate Travel Award, £1000 to present 

at the 11th Rocky Mountain Ethics Congress. 
4. 2016—Society for Applied Philosophy Postgraduate Travel Award, £400 to give re-

sponse at Oxford Institute for Ethics, Law, and Armed Conflict Annual Conference. 
5. 2016—Arts and Humanities Research Council 

a. Fully funded PhD study, University of St Andrews/University of Stirling, ap-
prox. £55,000. 

b. Fully funded PhD study, University of Reading approx. £64,000 (declined). 
6. 2016—ESRC 

a. Fully funded PhD study (University of Warwick), approx. £74,000 (declined). 
 

B. Awards 
1. Honours Prize Seminar, University of St Andrews Philosophy Department, for ‘The 

Metaphysics and Morality of Death’ (with Lukas Meier). Prize: £300 and chance to run 
our own 5-week course.  

2. Uehiro Prize in Practical Ethics, University of Oxford, for ‘Necessity and Liability: 
on an Honour-Based Justification for Defensive Harming’. Prize: £300.  

3. Keith Jones Prize, University of Kent, for highest final mark in Philosophy. 
4. Rotary Prize, University of Kent, for best performance in final degree examinations 

in School of European Cultures and Languages. 
 
VI. Presentations 
(*Invited) 

A. Presentations 
1. ‘Controllable and Uncontrollable Duties not to Harm’ 

a. Brown Bag Talk, University of Wisconsin-Madison (March 2025).* 
b. Rights and Reasons Workshop, Bielefeld University (January 2025).*  
c. Philosophy, Ethics, and Killing Workshop, Stockholm Centre for the Ethics 

of War and Peace (July 2024, Peak District, UK).* 
2. ‘In Defence of No One’(with James Goodrich), 

a. Keynote at British Postgraduate Philosophy Association's Annual Confer-
ence, University of Manchester (October 2024).* 

b. ‘Defending the Future’ Society for Applied Philosophy's Annual Conference, 
University of Oxford (June 2024). 

3. ‘Rights: Facts, Evidence, and Beliefs’ 
a. Ratio Workshop: The Moral and Political Philosophy of Risk, Reading (May 

2024)* 
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b. Varieties of Risk and Roots of Responsibility Joint Workshop on Risk and 
Recklessness, London (April 2021, moved online).* 

c. Stockholm Centre for the Ethics of War and Peace Graduate Reading Re-
treat, Montenegro (September 2019)—response from Helen Frowe; travel and 
accommodation covered. 

4. ‘Consenting to the Unconsentable’ 
a. Joint Session, London (July 2023) 
b. Philosophy, Ethics, and Killing Workshop, Stockholm Centre for the Ethics 

of War and Peace (July 2023, Peak District, UK).* 
5. ‘Directed and Undirected Duties to Rescue’  

a. MANCEPT Workshop 2022: ‘Recasting Human Rights without a Shadow, 
University of Manchester ‘ (September 2022).* 

b. Philosophy, Ethics, and Killing Workshop, Stockholm Centre for the Ethics 
of War and Peace (July 2022, Peak District, UK).* 

c. Joint Stockholm and Uppsala Seminar in Practice Philosophy, Stockholm Uni-
versity.* 

6. ‘Enforcement and Supererogation’ (formerly, ‘Making Others Go Further Beyond the 
Call’) 

a. Zicklin Center Workshop in Normative Business Ethics, University of Penn-
sylvania (March 2022); travel costs covered. 

b. Higher Seminar in Practical Philosophy, Stockholm University (November 
2021).* 

c. Philosophy, Ethics, and Killing Workshop, Stockholm Centre for the Ethics 
of War and Peace (September 2020, online).* 

d. All or Nothing Workshop (September 2020, online).* 
7. ‘Owing Something to Another’ 

a. Philosophy, Ethics, and Killing Workshop, Stockholm Centre for the Ethics 
of War and Peace (September 2021, Peak District, UK).* 

b. MANCEPT Workshop 2021: State of the Art: The Nature and Function of 
Rights, University of Manchester (September 2021). 

c. Ethics Summer Miniseries Workshop, St Andrews/UNC/Queens (August 
2021, online).* 

8. ‘Robust Rights and Harmless Wronging’ (formerly, ‘The Interest Theory of Rights and 
Harmless Wrongdoing: What Else is of Interest?’) 

a. Arizona Workshop in Normative Ethics (Oxford Studies in Normative Eth-
ics) (January 2021). 

b. Society for Applied Philosophy Annual Conference (July 2020, cancelled). 
c. Einstein Ethics Group’s Early Career Workshop in Moral and Political Phi-

losophy (December 2019). 
d. 11th Rocky Mountain Ethics Congress (August 2018). 
e. Oxford’s 22nd Graduate Philosophy Conference, with response from Julian 

Savulescu (November 2017). 
f. Postgraduate Session (July 2017).  

9. ‘Rights Against Suboptimal Supererogation’ 
a. Joint Session (July 2019, unable to attend; July 2020, cancelled). 
b. 2018 Oxford Graduate Conference in Political Theory (April 2018). 
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c. Individual and Collective Duties to Rescue, Stockholm Centre for the Ethics 
of War and Peace & the Institute for Futures Studies (May 2018). 

10. ‘Consent, Other-Defence, and Humanitarian Intervention’ 
a. Workshop for Oxford Studies in Political Philosophy (May 2020, cancelled). 
b. 2018 British Society for Ethical Theory, Poster Session (July 2018, unable to 

attend). 
c. The Centre for the Study of Global Ethics at Birmingham (June 2017). 
d. Stockholm Centre for the Ethics of War and Peace Graduate Reading Re-

treat, Venice (September 2016)— response from Massimo Renzo; travel and 
accommodation covered. 

11. ‘The Interest Theory of Rights at the Margins’ 
a. Workshop in Honour of Matthew Kramer, University of Cambridge (July 

2019).  
12. ‘“But You Could’ve Hurt Me!”: Risk and Harm’ 

a. Society for Applied Philosophy Annual Conference (June 2018). 
b. University of Glasgow Philosophy Society (October 2017).* 

13. ‘The Interest Theory of Rights and Overdetermination: What Else is of Interest?’ 
a. Cambridge Doctoral Workshop in Legal Theory (June 2017). 

14.  ‘Necessity and Liability: On an Honour-Based Justification for Defensive Harming’ 
a. Future of Just War Conference: Theoretical and Practical Challenges, United 

States Naval Postgraduate School, CA (October 2015)—Graduate Stipend 
awarded ($750). 

b. The Theory of Just War: Behind the Jurisprudential Defense of (Abstaining 
From) Military War, Cardinal Stefan University, Warsaw (October 2015). 

c. 2nd Nordic War Network, University of Oslo (November 2015)—travel and 
accommodation covered.* 

15.  ‘Hobbes’s Right to Self-Preservation: Mere Hohfeldian Privileges or Something More 
Substantial?’ 

a. 12th MANCEPT Workshop, University of Manchester (September 2015)—
Graduate Award received to cover conference fees. 
 

B. Responses 
1. Respondent to Daniel Muñoz, What We Owe to Ourselves, Manuscript Workshop (St 

Andrews, May 2024). 
2. Respondent to Adina Preda, ‘Interest-based rights, peremptoriness, and exclusionary 

reasons’, Irish Jurisprudence Society (Dublin, November 2023). 
3. Respondent to Frances Kamm, ‘Duties That Become Supererogatory?’, The Rights 

Workshop: Rights and Supererogation (MIT, May 2019). 
4. Invited respondent to Alec Walen, ‘Eliminative Killing and the Targeting of Noncom-

batants’, Oxford Institute for Ethics, Law, and Armed Conflict Annual Conference 
(Florence, September 2016).  
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VII. Administration 
1. University of Leeds 

Director of Centre for Aesthetic, Moral, and Political Philosophy (2024- ) 
Director for Philosophy Postgraduate Research Students (2023-2025) 
Director of MA in Global Ethical Challenges (2023-2025) 

VIII. Teaching 
1. University of Leeds 

a. PhD Supervision Nathan Barrett (2023- ), Sammuel Summerfield (2023- ), 
Lucy Shanahan (2024- ), Roisin O’Loughlin (2025- ). 

b. Maters and Undergraduate Dissertation Supervision 
c. 2024 ‘Moral and Political Philosophy in a Global Context I: Moral Philos-

ophy’ 
Masters level course, responsibility for partial design, delivery, and assess-
ment.  

d. 2024 ‘Moral and Political Philosophy in a Global Context II: Political Phi-
losophy’ 
Masters level course, responsibility for partial design, delivery, and assess-
ment.  

e. 2024 & 2023 & 2022 ‘War, Terror, and Justice’ 
Upper-level undergraduate course, responsibility for partial design, delivery, 
and assessment.  

f. 2023 & 2022 ‘Ethics of Life and Death’ 
Undergraduate course, responsibility for partial design, delivery, and assess-
ment.  

g. 2023 ‘Political Philosophy’ 
Undergraduate course, responsibility for partial design, delivery, and assess-
ment.  

2. Stockholm University 
a. 2021 ‘Rights and Directed Duties’ 

Upper-level undergraduate course, sole responsibility for design, delivery, and 
assessment.  

b. 2020 ‘Rights and Directed Duties’ 
Masters level course, sole responsibility for design, delivery, and assessment.  

3. University of Stirling 
a. 2019 ‘The Distribution of Property: Defending Inequalities’ 

Upper-level undergraduate course, responsibility for partial design, delivery, 
and assessment.  

b. 2018 ‘Politics, Law, and Society’  
Upper-level undergraduate course, sole responsibility for design, delivery, and 
assessment. 

4. University of St Andrews 
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a. 2019-2020 ‘Study Skills Tutor’, Centre for Educational Enhancement and De-
velopment (CEED) 
One of five tutors across the university delivering one-to-one sessions on ge-
neric academic skills, e.g., time management, note taking, essay writing. 

b. 2020 & 2017 ‘Moral and Aesthetics Value’ 
Lower-level undergraduate course, responsible for delivery of weekly seminars, 
office hours, and assessment. 

c. 2019 ‘Summer Academic Experience Course: Moral Philosophy’ 
Summer school for 16-18-year olds, responsibility for design and delivery of 
four lectures and one seminar. 

d. 2019 ‘The Metaphysics and Morality of Death’ 
Upper-level undergraduate course, with Lukas Meier, responsible for design 
and delivery of lectures and seminars. 

e. 2019 & 2018 ‘Moral Philosophy International Summer Programme’ 
Summer school for 16-18-year olds, sole responsibility for design and delivery 
of five lectures. 

f. 2019 & 2017 ‘Moral and Political Controversies’  
Lower-level undergraduate course, responsible for delivery of weekly seminars, 
office hours, and assessment. 

g. 2018 ‘Mind and World’  
Lower-level undergraduate course, responsible for delivery of weekly seminars, 
office hours, and assessment. 

h. 2017 ‘Issues in Global Health: Philanthropy, Charitable Giving, and Effec-
tive Altruism’ 
Masters level course on MA in Global Health, sole responsibility for design, 
delivery, and assessment of one week of the course.  

i. 2017 ‘PPE Summer School Programme’ 
Summer school for 16-18-year olds, sole responsibility for design and delivery 
of four lectures. 

5. University of Oxford 
a. 2015-2016 ‘Mill's Utilitarianism’ 

Lower-level undergraduate course, responsible for design and delivery of revi-
sion classes at St John's College. 

6. HM Brixton Prison.  
a. 2016 ‘The Philosophy of Power’ 

Sole responsibility for design and delivery. 
 

IX Engagement/Outreach 
1. PEA Soup Blog. 

a. Ethics Book Review, ‘Review of Jonathan Quong’s The Morality of Defensive 
Force’, 2020. 
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b. Invited participant: Clark’s ‘Refusing Protection’, 2023; Oberman’s ‘Freedom 
and Viruses’, 2022; Tomlin’s ‘Proportionality in War: Revising Revisionism’, 
2020. 

2. HM Brixton Prison: Lecturer on the Philosophy of Power with inmates at Brixton 
Prison. The sessions took the form of university seminars, with readings assigned be-
forehand. The bulk of the time was guided by the students’ questions and perspectives. 
Alongside this, the students prepared for a five-minute presentation on a philosopher 
and topic of their choosing (e.g., ‘How Machiavellian is José Mourinho?’). 

3. University of Oxford (2014-16): monthly contributor to Oxford Uehiro Centre for Prac-
tical Ethic’s blog, Ethics in the News.  

 
X. Services to the Profession 

1. Referee for Oxford University Press, Ethics, Journal of Philosophy, Mind, Analysis, 
Australasian Journal of Philosophy, Philosophical Studies, Philosophical Quar-
terly, Canadian Journal of Philosophy, Inquiry, Ergo, Journal of Moral Philoso-
phy, Journal of Applied Philosophy, Law & Philosophy, Journal of Ethics, Criminal 
Law and Philosophy, Law, Ethics and Philosophy, Jurisprudence, and Critical Re-
view of International Social and Political Philosophy. 

2. Conference Organiser: 
a. Joint conference organiser for Workshop on New Work on Duties to Rescue 

(Leeds, April 2023). Gained £3,000 in external funding. 
b. Joint conference organiser for The Rights Workshop II: Rights and Harm 

(St Andrews, June 2020, postponed; online, May 2021). Gained £4,500 in 
external funding. 

c. Joint organiser for Symposium on Themes from Margaret Gilberts Rights 
and Demands (Stirling, September 2019). Gained £3000 in external fund-
ing. 

d. Joint conference organiser for The Rights Workshop I: Rights and Super-
erogation (MIT, April 2019) Gained $5,000 in internal funding. 

e. Joint conference organiser for The St Andrews Centre for Ethics, Philoso-
phy and Public Affairs Graduate Conference (St Andrews, February 2018). 
Gained £4770 in external funding. 

f. Symposium organiser for Symposium on Themes from Rowan Cruft’s Hu-
man Rights, Ownership, and the Individual (Stirling, October 2017). Gained 
£3000 in external funding. 

g. Joint conference organiser for 19th Annual Oxford Philosophy Graduate 
Conference (Oxford, November 2015). 

h. Assisted in the organisation of Southern Normativity Group’s Inaugural 
Conference (Kent, March 2014). 

3. Misc: 
a. Member of evaluation panel for ‘Security and Trust in the Age of Algo-

rithms’, Academy of Finland (approx. €28mil distributed between the two 
programmes) (2022). 

b. Responsible for the maintenance of the website of the Stockholm Centre for 
the Ethics of War and Peace. 
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c. Organiser of monthly Philosophy, Ethics, and Killing work-in-progress 
sessions (SCEWP, online 2020-). 

d. Postgraduate Member of the St Andrews Centre for Ethics, Philosophy, 
and Public Affairs (2017-2020). 

e. Interview panel for CEED’s Study Skills Coordinator in Philosophy and 
for Study Skills Tutor. 

f. Organised CEED Study Skills Project in Philosophy. Four workshops 
equipping students with subject specific academic skills. 

g. Organised the Moral Theory Reading Group (St Andrews, 2016 and 2020). 
 
XI. Referees 
Prof. Victor Tadros 
Professor of Criminal Law and Legal Theory, University of Warwick 
School of Law, University of Warwick, Coventry, CV4 7AL 
v.tadros@warwick.ac.uk 
Prof. Rowan Cruft 
Professor of Philosophy, University of Stirling 
A80 Pathfoot Building, University of Stirling, Stirling, FK9 4LA 
rowan.cruft@stir.ac.uk 
Prof. Helen Frowe 
Professor of Practical Philosophy, Knut and Alice Wallenberg Scholar, and Director of Stock-
holm Centre for the Ethics of War and Peace, Stockholm University  
Department of Philosophy, Stockholm University, SE-10691 Sweden 
helen.frowe@philosophy.su.se 
Prof. Jeff McMahan 
Emeritus White’s Chair of Moral Philosophy, University of Oxford 
Corpus Christi College, Oxford, OX1 4JF 
jeff.mcmahan@philosophy.ox.ac.uk 
Prof. Theron Pummer 
Professor in Philosophy. University of St Andrews 
Department of Philosophy, Edgecliffe, 5 The Scores, St Andrews, KY16 9AL 
tgp4@st-andrews.ac.uk 
 


